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16th CONRESS—I1st SESSION. 
IN SENATE. 
MONDAY, FEB. 14, 


Mr. Reeotes submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to sous into the expediency of 
providing by law for holding the district and circuit 
courts of the Unit tates for the bistrict of Ohio, 
at Columbus, the of government of said state. 

The Senate then again proceeded, in committee 
of the whole, Mr. Dickenson in the chair, to the 
consideration of the Missouri question 

Mr. Susra, of South Carolina, rose in opposition 
to the right and expediency of restriction, and in 
reply to Mr. Kine, of New York. and spoke nearly 
three hours. 


to restrict Congress from establishing a Bank .” 
branches of a bank or other monied institution, ».* 
of the limits of the District of Columbia; ¥ii.") 
were read, 

Mr. Honssr, gave notice that he should on to- 
morrow ask have to introduce a bill to captiw 
the present charter of Washington city (which «>» 
pires on the Sd of Mareh) to the end of the | 
sent session of Con 

Mr Jounsoy, of Louisiana, submitted the fo!ow- 
ing resolution for consideration: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on naval affairs ' ¢ 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of jt: 
viding by law for the purchase of a sufficient num 
ber of fit vessels to protect the commerce of tiv 
United States in the Gulf of Mexico, and to prev: /t 
smuggling on the coast of Louisiana. ~ 

‘the Senate then resumed, as in committee of !) ¢ 
whole, Mr. Burnixe in the chair, the consideraii.u 
of the Missouri Question. ‘ 

Mr. Kixe of New York again rosé” and spoke 


which he bad previously advanced on the — na 
expediency of restricting Missouri’ as to slavery, 
and in answer to the gentlemen who had reply J 
to Lis previous remarks 

Mr. Loean of Kentucky, Mr. Swrra, of S.C a 
Mr Luoyp, spoke a short time in reply to Mr King 

Mr. Kiyc, of N. ¥ Mr. Pinxnsy, Mr Baucors, 
and Mr. Mettex, respectively added a few io 





Mr. Luioyn, of Maryland, followed on the same 
side, and also in reply to Mr. King; and spoke 
nearly an hour. 

Mr. Pixxyer obtained the floor for to-morrow; 
and then—adjourned. 

TCESDAY, FER. 15. 

Mr. Rosgrts, from the committee of claims, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Bowie and Kurtz, and 
others; which was read. 


marks; when the question was taken on concurr ¢ 
jin the amendment reported by the Judiciary et - 
| mittee (to unite the Maine and Missouri bilis in cis 
(bill) and decided in the affirmative by yeas od 
‘ nays, as follows: 

For uniting tbe bills —Messrs. Barbour, Brur n, 
Eaton, Edwards, Elliot, Gaillard, Johnson, uf & . 
Johnson, of Lou. King, of Ala. Leake, Lioye, Lo- 
gan, Macon, Pinknes, Pleasants, Smith, S.chcs, 


The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Recexss, || Taylor, Thomas, Walker, of Alab. Walker, of Gio. 


was taken up and agreed to; and 

The resolution offered by Mr. Dickxersoy, was 
—— until to-morrow 

After disposing of several petitions, the Sennte 
resumed the consideration of the Missouri Question. 

Mr. Pixsxxrt, of Maryland, rouse and addressedJ 
the Senate nearly three hours against the restric- 


Williams, of Miss. Williams, of Ten —25. 

Against uniting the bills —Messrs Burrill, Dana, 
Dickerson, Horsey, Hunter, King, of No ¥. bon. 
man, Lowrie. Mellen. Morril, Noble, Otis, Palmer, 
Parrott, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanfoud, Tichens, 
Trimble, Van Dyke, Wilson —21. - 

Mr. Tuomas, of Ilinois, then offered an amer:- 





tion, and in reply to the remarke of Mr King, of 

New-York When he had concluded, the s.ibj ect 

was postponed on motion of Mr.Ot:s —Adjouy ged. 
WEDNESDAY, FEG 16. — 

Mr. Leaks, from the committee on Indian affairs 
in pursuance of the rescivtion cflered by Mr. 
Jobnscn, of Kentucky, on the 12th wt. made a re- 
port on the subject, accompanied by a bill for the 
better regulation of the trsde with the Indian 
tribes. 

Mr- Wittiams, of Mississippi, from the ccmmit- 
tee on public lands reported a bill further to sus- 
pend (until the Sist of March 1821) the sale or 
forfeiture of lands for failure in completing the 


ment to the Missouri branch of the bill, propesi: :, 
in substance to prohibit slavery in all the territe: y 
beyond the Mississippi, north of 36 1.2 degrees of 
north latitude, excepting within the limits of the {¥ 0- 
posed state of Missouri 

Mr. Baxnovn, of Va. moved to amend the ainer le 
ment by striking out 36 und a half degrees, wc i1- 
serting, as the line, north of which slavery s.cuid 
hereafter be excluded, the fortieth degree of north 
latitude. 

The motion was supported by the mover. 274 
opposed by Mr. Edwards, of Illinois: and sf':r 2 
short discussion, the motion was negatived—t!rca 
or four only rising in favor of it, 





payments thereon These bills were seveiaily 
passed to the second resding. 3 
tr. Terme laid before the Senate certain re | 
solutions of the Legislature of Ohie, concurring in 
tbe amendment proposed to the constitution of the 
United States bythe Legislature of Pennsylvania, 





Mr Eartow then offered, as a substitute te &¢r, 
Thomas’s amendment, a section preteribye tive 
same limits beyond which slavery shall no: be «1- 
‘owed, but made applicable to the seme. only 
* while said portion ef the country remains n tess ttn 
ry.” A gubstitute for the amendment not bei,.> on 
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more than one hour in support of the opinicrs 
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order, according to the rules of the senate, Mr. E. 

withdrew his proposit.on. 

‘}nampie, of Ohio, next proposed to amend 

Mr. Thomas’s amendment, substantially, by masking 

it to apply to all the country west uf the Misussippi, 

excepi so much as is comprehended wiilan the siute 

Leuisiuna and the proposed state of Massowit. But 

beture any question was taken on this motion, i! 

was also withdrawn by the mover. 

After considerable discussion, but before the 
question was put on the amendment of Mr. Tiio- 
mas, the subjcct was postponed until to-morrow.— 
Adjourned. 

resnuary 16, 

Mr. Txomas’s atnendment to the bill for the admis- 
sion of Maine and Missouri into this Union, be- 
ing under consideration, as follows : 

And be it further enacted. Vhat the sixth article 
of compact ot the ordinance of Congress, passed 
on the i3th day of July, 1787, for the government 
of the territory of the United States, north west of 
the river Ohio, shall, to all intents and purposes, be, 
and hereby is deemed and held applicabie to, and 
shall have full force and effect in and over all that 
{ract of country ceded by France to the United 
States, under the name of Louisiana, which lies 
north of thirty six degrees and thirty minutes north 
latiuude, excepting only such part thereof as is in- 
cluded within the limits of the state contemplated 
by this act. 

M:. Noxit, of Indiana, said, that some difficul- 
ties presented themselves to his mind, as regarded 
the propriety of adopting the amendment just of- 
fered to the Senate. 

If the object was, as avowed, a compromise, by 
offering the amendment, and to put to rest the un- 

leasant question, which has so agitated the Senate 

Er wecks, as well as the people of the United 

States for months, he did not wish to be cons.dercd 

as throwing obstacles in the way; but he could net 

reconcile it to his mind to vote for the amendment, 
even under the consideration of a compromise, be- 
cause it effected none. The subject would still be 
open for investigation, by Congress, and above all, 
there was no guarantee tothe terms of the compro- 
mise. He said that he wished the honorable gen- 
tleman from Hlinois, (Mr. Thomas) to believe him, 
that he did not intend to arraign his motives, that 
be had respect for his opinions; but, he must de- 
clare, that if he had entertained the same consti- 
tutional sentiments, which the honorable gentie- 
men did, at the time the vote was taken in the Se- 
nate, upon the proposition submitted by the honor 
able gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. koberts) 
to restrict Missouri relative to slavery, he should 
be, unquestionably, compelled to vote against the 

damendment. He also said, that he was 
apprised the honorable gentleman might reply, 

“and say that as he (Mr Noble) ha: voted for the 

proposition before alluded to, and submitted by the 

«ntleman from Pennsylvania. it was a little singu 


r why he should reject the restriction of slavery || 


as contemplated by the amendment,” “ in that sec- 
tion ef country which lies north of thirty six de. 
grees and thirty minutes north latitude. excepting 
only such part thereof as is included within the li- 
mits of the state, eontemplated by this act.” Mr. 
Noble said. that it was known to the Senate that he 
was one of those who believed that the Congress 
e@ the United States ssed the constitutional 
power to prohibit the further extension of slavery, 
south cf the proposed hne, as well as north, and 
that be had endeavored to exercise that power over 
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| Missour; but was overruled by the wis’om of the 
| Senate, which he che erfully submitted to, notwith. 
| standing he retemed the same sentiments as to the 
jpower. The amendment of the honorable gentle- 
jan, declaring that the sixth article of compact 
| shall operate north ef the designated line, is an ac- 
knowledgement of the consviutional power ef 
Congress to restrict slavery, and yet contemplates 
the admission of Missouri into this union, express. 
ly. without resiriction—and it is fairly to be infer- 
red, that the territory of Arkansas, when applica- 
tion is made, isto be admutted in like manner, with- 
out restriction; this territors lying south of the line 
proposed. Mr. Noble then asked, if it was not 
evident, that by the adoption of the amendment, it 
would not bring the Senate to any definitive con- 
clusion, nor to any practical result, that it neither 
settled nor put at rest the unpleasant subject north 
or south of the hne excepting Missouri. That this 
was a delicate subject there could be no doubt—it 
was one in which the southern states are deeply in- 
terested, that he made all the allowance consistent 
with his duty. Touch the interest of any section 
| of the United States, and excitement prevails; touch 
lthe interest of man; touch, he said, his interest, 
jand you touch the tender cord—all must agree in 
(this. What he had said, or slgmid say on the sub- 
|ject, he sincereiy hoped woul@fiot be oflensive ei- 
| ther in the manner or matter. 

| Mr. President, (said Mr. Noble) allusions have 
ibeen made from different quariers of the house, 
that this was a subject that seemed to carry with it 
| gtasp for power Sir, man, by nature, is fond 
' 





of power—he is fond of it in private life; place 
him in office, and you seldorr, if ever, hear of 
complaints; because he does net exercise all his 
power; but there are frequent complaints that he 
transcends his power. Let the truth come out on 
this subject, and he said that he expected al! had 
been thinking about power, as well in the north as 
\in the south, that a little jealousy existed between 
jus. If the object was then compromise, and for 
the purpose of guarding against the encroachment 
of power, will it not be seen that this amendment 
is useless; and that something a little more solemn 
and effectual than a prevision of this kind, in the 
n:ture of a section of law, which is not binding on 
a :wibsequent Congress, shouid be adopted. How 
does the power now stand? In the Senate, south. 
ern interest preponderates; in the House ot Repre- 
sentatives, northern interest, in relation to the sub- 
ject before the Senate. Admit Maine and Missou- 
ri, and the southern weight still preponderates in 
the Senate, and in the Ticwec of Representatives 
the northern interest would not be strengthened, 
but the southern would be encreased. ‘The terri- 
tory of Arkansas applies, and obtains adinission in- 
te this Union, without restriction of Slavery—then 
the southe::, power wiil be encreased in both 
| branches of Congress 
The time is no: far distant when the next census 
yiii be taken, and how the scale of power is to be 
| balanced none can precisely declare. Sir, reverse 
jit if you please for argument, and admit that by the 
admission of M:i’e and Missouri, the northern 
power will prevail; when Arkansas applies. that 
ower Can restrict her asto slavery. Where then 
e sail, was the security to the south, en the con- 
tinuanee of this alledged compromise? Should 
southern power prevail, where is the security to 
the non slaveholding states for the continuance of 











this compromise north of the line proposed? 
Mr. N. said that he was not opposed to the pro- 
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hibition of slavery in that section of the couutry 
north of the line specified in the amendment, bu 
that he considered for the reasons given, th: 
amendment was unimportant to effect the object ii, 
its present shape. That he had voted to separat: 
Missouri from Maine, and must observe consisten- 
cy, by voting against the connexion of this amend- 
ment with Maine. When, he said, he voted for 
the purpose of finally putting to rest this subject, 
he must do it on such principles as woukl be effec- 
tual, and whenever the subject was presented im 
that shape, be would not raise objections for te 
purpose of defeating so great an object Sir, all 
agree that under the 4th Article and third section 
of the consiitution of the United States, «Congres 
have power to dispose of, and make all needfuli 
ralesard regulations respecting the territory, or 
other property belonging to the United States” 
and under this clause to provide for the temporary 
government of their territories. Allowing this to 
be the rule, and the practice of the government 
proves it, what objections can honorable members 
have to provide for the government north of the 
line, and to vote for the substance of the amcud. 
ment, in the nature of articles of compact, and to 
make the articles irrevocable and unaiterable, un- 
less by common consent. Surely all who can vote 
for the amendment as it now stands, could not ob- 
ject to do so by way of compact. He said in his 
opinion upon principles of compromise, this was 
the only mode, calculated to be effectual. More 
reliance can be placed upon the measure, greater 
security will be given, than the mere adoption of 
his amendment It has been said upon this floor 
and elsewhere, that geographical distinctions have 
been substituted for political, and that this question 
of restricting slavery has paved the way. Such 
views may assist in some parts of the United States, 
for himself, Mr. N. said, he was astranger to them. 
‘The people of Indiana. are strangers to such poli- 
cy, they are opposed tothe further extension of 
slavery, and zealously opposed : they believe that 
the constitution of the United States gives the pow- 
er to Congress, and if they are in an error it is of 
the head, and not of the heart, that they had no 
improper sectional views, but had grateful feelings 
for their southern brethren as also their northern. 
THURSDAY, FEB. 17. 

Mr. Sarria, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported a bill authorising letters patent to be 
granted to Richard Wilcox, (an alien,) for certain 
inventions; which was read 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Honsey asked leave 
and introduced a bill to continue the charter of 
Washington city to the end of the present session 
of Congress; which was read 

Mr. Noste laid before the Senate certain resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Indiana, requesting her 
Senators and FRepresentatives in Congress to 
gid in the passage of a law for the extension 
of the national road from Wheeling to the seats of 
goverment of Ohio, Indiana, and Ulinois, and 





thence to 8t. Charles in Missouri; which resolutions 
were read. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the New States BIL 

‘The following amendment, offered by Mr. Tuo. 
was, and pending when the Senate adjourned yes- 
acrday, being still under consideration : 

* And be it further enacted, That the sixth arti- 
cle of compact of the ordinance of Congress, pas- 








sed on the thirteenth day of July, one thousand 
seven hundred and cighty-seven, for the govern- 
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a nt of the territory of the United States north. 
est of the river Ohio, shall, to all intents aod hur. 
roses, be, and hereby is, deemed and held | pplica- 

te to, and sccll have fuli force and effect -. and 
over, all that tract of country ceded by Lor > .na, 
wich hes noth of thirty-six degrees and . rty 
vinutes north lititude, excepting only sueh part 
thereof as is included within ‘he limits of the state 
contemplated by this act” 

Mr. Tuomas rose and withdrew this amendment, 
and in licu thereof offered a substitute embracing 
the same limits, beyond which slavery shall be ex. 
cluded; and varying from it, oaly in defining its in- 
tent by express words, and omitting all reference to 
the ordinance of 1787; (the same as the amend- 
ment offered by him on the 3d instant, avd with- 
drawn ) 

Mr. Tarmaze, [whosé amendment yesterday was 
rejected, and not withdrawn, as stated] moved to 
amend Mr. Tuomas’s amendment, by striking out 
so much thereof as defines the line of separation, 
and to insert the following : “all that part of Louis- 
“tana (as ceded by France to the United Siates,) 
“which lies west of the Mississippi river, except 
“that part which is contained in the state of Lou- 
“isiana, and except that part of the territory which 
* lies north of the state of Louisiana, and east of the 
“17th or 94th degree of west longitude, (agree- 
‘‘ably to Mellish’s map) and south of the line 
‘«which may be established for the northern 
“ boundary tor the propo»ed state of Missouri,” 
(in substance, to exclude slavery from the whole 
country west of the Mississippi, except in Louis- 
iana, Arkansaw, and Missouri.) . 

this motion was, after some discussion, decided 
in the negative, by yeas aad nays, as follows : 

For Mr. Tarmscx’s amendment—Messrs. Burrill, 
Dana, Dickerson, Horsey, Hunter, King of New- 
York, Lanman, Lowrie, Mellen, Morril, Otis, Palm- 
er, Parrott, Roberts, Rugaies, Sanford, Tichenor, 
Trimble, Van Dyke, Wilson—20. 

Against it—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Eaton, El- 
liot, Edwards, Gaillard, Johnson of Kentucky, John- 
son of Louisiana, King of Alabama, Leake, A 
Logan, Macon, Noble, Pinkney, Pleasants, Smith, 
Stokes, Taylor, Thomas, Walker of Alabama, Wal« 
ker of Georgis, Williams of Mississippi, Willams 
of Tennessee—24. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Taomas’s 
amendment, which is in the following words: 

“ And be it further enacted, That in all that ter- 
ritury ceded by France to the United States, under 
the name of Louisiana, which lies north of thirty-six 
degrees and thirty minutes north latitude excepting 
only such part thereof as is included within the lim- 
its of the state contemplated by this act, slavery 
and involuntary servitude, otherwise than in the 
punishment of crimes whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted, shall be and is hereby forever 
probioited: Provided, always, That any person es- 
caping into the same from whom labor or service 
is lawfully claimed in any state or territory of the 
United States, such fugitive may be lawku re- 
claimed, and conveyed to the person claiming his or 
her labor Cisption oe ae 

On the tion is nt the question 
was taken by yeas and nays, and determined in the 
affirmative, as follows: 

For the amendment—Messrs. Brown, Burrill, 
Dana, Dickerson, Eaton, Edwards, , Hunter, 


Johnson, of Ky. Johnson, of Lou. King, of Alab 
King, of N. York, Lanman, Leake, Lieyd, Logan, 
Lowric, Mellen, Morril, Otis, Palmer, Parrot, Punk- 
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- Williams, of Ten. Wilson—34. 
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ney, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, Stokes, Thomas, 
‘Vichenor, Trimble, Van Dyke, Walker, of Alab. 


Against the amendment— Messrs. Barbour, Elliot, 
Gaillard, Macon, Noble, Pleasants, Smith, ‘Vaylor, 
Walker, of Geo. Williams, of Miss —10. 

Mr. Taimste then moved to amend the bill so 
us to bring the north line of the state of Missouri, 
goout half a degree south of the line proposed; 
with the view, as he stated, substantially, to give 
to the state which shall hereafter be formed north 
of the Missouri, a share of the fine valley of the 
Des Moines, of which he spoke from personal 
knowledge, particularly as the Missouri state will 
possess both sides of the Missouri viver, which runs 
nearly through its middle from its east to its wes- 
acrn boundary 

This motion was negatived; and, after some 
other amendments necessary to make the parts of 
the bill conform to each other, 

The question was taken on ordering the bill, as 
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of George Drew; which was ordered to lie on the 
table 

Mr. Suita, of Md from the commitiee of ways 
and means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the military service of the United States for the 
year 1820; which wastwice read and committed 

Mr Sovruarp, from the committee on Iiciian af- 
fairs, reported a bill to continue in force for a fur- 
ther time (until the 3d of March, 182!,) the act 
establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes; 
which, being read twice, 

Mr Sovruanp observed that, as the bill contain- 
ed no appropriation, and as the act which it pro- 
posed to continue in force would expire on the 
first of next month, be moved that the bill be or- 
dered to he engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. Waker, of N. C. moved that the bill be 
cominitted to a committee of the whole house. 

Mr. Sovruarp could see no reason for its taking 
this course. As he had observed, the act would 
expire on the first day of March; if this bill went to 











amended, to be en and read a third time; 


a committee of the whole, 1t would be a long time 


aud decided by yeas and nays as follows: ; before it would be reached on the orders of the 


Ayes—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Eaton, Ed- 
wards, Elliot, Gaillard, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, 
of Kentucky, Johnson, of Louisiana, King, of Alab 
Leake, Lloyd, Logan, Parrott, Pinkney, Pleasants, 
Stokes, Thomas, Van Dyke, Walker, of Alabama, 
Walker, of Georgia, Williams, of Miss. Willams, of 
Tennessee—24. 

Noes—Messrs. Burrill, Dans, Dickerson, King, 
«of New York, Lanman, Lowrie, Macon, Mellen, 
Morril, Noble, Otis, Palmer, Roberts, Ruggles, 
Sanford, Smith, Taylor, Tichenor, Trimble, Wil- 
son—20. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read athird time to-morrow; and, having post 
poned the remaining orders of the day—Adjouned. 

Fauipay, FEB’ 18. 

The report of the committee of claims, unfavora- 
bie to the petition of James Wood was taken up 
and recommitied to that committee for reconsider- 
ation. 

Mr. Burnitt gave notice that heshould on Mon- 
cay ask leave to introduce a bill further to extend 
the judicial system of the United States; and alsoa 
bill more effectually to provide for the punishment 
of certain crimes against the United States and for 
other purposes. [The same bills that last session 
passed the Senate, and were sent to the House of 
Representatives for concurrence, but not acted on 
there.j 

Several bills received a second reading in course; 
and two or three were taken up and further post- 


postponed. 

The bill for the admission of Maine into the 
CTnion was read a third time as amended (by incor- 
yoratiag therein the provisions respecting a state 
government for Missouri) passed, and sent to the 
ilouse of Representatives for concurrence in the 
amendment; and—adjourned to Monday. 


—=_o— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
JanvaRr. 14. 


Mr. Raza, from the committee of pensions and 
revolutionary claims, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of George Merrick; which was read 
and concurred in. 

Mr. Wit.iams, of N. C. from the committee of 


day; this delay would allow the act to expire, which 
would be very injurious to the public intercst, as it 
| would acrange the whole of the existing system of 
‘Indian trade, &c and unless the gentleman from 
| North Carolina had some new system, prepared for 
‘some new changes to propose, it would be useless 
| to retard the present biil, and produce the ji jury 
iand confusion which would ensue if the existing 
; act were to expire, without tint-lv legislation, &c. 
Mr Waxker’s motion was rejected by a large 
majority. He then moved that the dill be laid on 
the table; whic» motion was also lost, ayes 10; and 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time to-morrow. 
| The House then again went into committee «f 
the whole, Mr. Batywrn in the chair, on the Mis- 
souri bill. 

Mr. Cussman, of Massachusetts, took the floor, 
and spoke about two hours in favor of the restric- 
tion 

Mr, Woop, of New York, followed, on the same 
side, and advocated the restriction above half an 
; hour. 

Mr Piycxyey, of South Carolina, next rose, and 
opposed the restriction in a speech of about aa 
hour, when, 

On motion of Mr. Ranxrn, the committee rose; 
and—the House adjourned. 


zyanuarRn 15 

Mr. Newton, from the committee on commerce, 
reported a bill to impose a new tonnage on Freuch 
ships ard vessels; and 

t. Newton, frorn the same committee, report- 

ed als a bill concerning navigation, and (o repeal 
the act of April 18, 1818, concerning navigation; 
= bills were severally twice read and commit- 
tec 

On motion of Mr. Pispact, it was 

Resolved, That the letter from the Secretary of 
State of the 7th Feb 1820 transmitting a list of the 
newspapers in which the laws of the United States 
are published, and an estimate of the expense of 
such publication, be referred to a select committee, 
and that the same committee enquire into the expe- 
diency of repealing or amending the acts requiring 
the publication of the laws in the newspapers, 

‘This motion of Mr. P. was grounded on the be- 
lief that the expenses of promulgating the acts of 











claims, made an unfayorable report on the petition 


Congress in newspapers had increased to an unrea- 
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sonable and improper extent, and that the laws on 
the subject required repeal or modification, so as 
to reduce this expénse. 

The resolution was referred to a committee of 
three members. 

On motion of Mr. Was ker of N.C it was 

Resolved, What the committee on the Public 
Lsvds be instructed to enquire into the expediency 
of timiting the quantity of public lands hereafter to 
be exposed to sale at the several Land Offices of the 
United States. 

Mr. Coox submitted the following resolution for 
consideration: 

kkesolved, That the committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to enquire into the expedi- 
ency of 8 gy much of the first section of an 
act entitled An act making appropriations forthe 
support of Government fur the year 1819,” ap- 
proved March 3. 1819, as pledges the fund reserv- 
ed for laying out and making roads to the states 
of Indisna «nd Winois, for the repayment of the 
monies app repriated and advanced by the United 
States’ :ou! from Cumberland to the Onio river, 
and of appropriating the same to defray the ex. 
penses of laying out and making a road from the 
Olvo viver Oppusite to Wheeling, by Columbus, in 
th. siate of Ubio, and by the permanent Seat of 
Goverument of Indiana, on the most eligible route, 
to Vandalia, in the state of Hlinois. 

The resolution was then considered and adopted, 
without a divisin:. 

Mr Coox offered also the fullowing resolution 
for consid. vation: 

Resolved, That the committee on the public 
lands be instructed to enquire into the expediency 
ot providing by law for the payment of so much of 
the money arising from the sale of the public lands 
in the state of Illinois, since the first day of January, 
1819, as as been reserved by law for the encou- 
ragement of learning, to said state. 

This resolution was also adopted without a diti- 
sion. 

On motion of Mr. Woeopnsnrrnss, the report of the 
committee on public lands unfavorable to the peti- 
tion of sundry inbabitants of Michigan, late soldi rs 
in the army, was taken up, and, with the petition, 
recommitted to the same committee for re-consid- 
eration. 

The Speaker laid before the Honse a cormmunica- 
tion from the Commississioners of Navy Hospitals, 
transmitting the information requested by the reso- 


Jution of Mr. Sillsbee, adopted on the Jlst of 


January. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a report 
fromthe Secretary of the Treasury, made in obe- 
dience tothe resulution of the 4th inst, offered by 
Mr. Randolph, directing the Secretary of the Trea 
sury to report such measures as in his opinion may 
be expedient to enforce the more speedy payment 
of public moneys due from individuals and corporate 
bodies in the United states. 

These reports were respectively ordered to lie on 
the table 

The House then again resolved itself into a com 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Batywis in the chair, on 
this bill. 

M-. Raxxix, of Mississippi, took the floor, and 
spoke more than an hour against the Restriction. 

Mr Hewspnicgs, of Indiana, took the uther side ot 
the question, and spoke about an hour in favor o' 
the Restriction. 

Mr. Cutunert, of Georgia. followed, and occu 
pied the floor also about an hour against che Restrie. 
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uion; when the committee rose, on motion of Mr. 
Jouxson, of Virginia; and—adjourned. 


sanvary 16 


Mr Guam Kinszr, a member from New Jer- 
~-y, in the place of John Condit, resigned, appear- 
ed this day and took his seat. ‘ _ 

Mr Smuru, of Md. from the committee of ways 
and means, reported a bill to repeal so much of the 
act making reservation of the timber of certain pub- 
lic lands for naval purposes, as authorizes the ap- 
pointment of agents or surveyors, and transferring 
their duties to surveyors of the public lands. 

Mr.S from the same committee, reported a bill 
to amend the revolutionary pension act of March 
18, 1818, accompanied by sundry statements from 
the \Var Department on the subject. 

Mr. Cosa from the committee on the District of 
Columbia, reported a bill making appropriations fot 
continuing the centre building of the Capitol, &c 

The above bills were severally twice read and 
commiited 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting state- 
ments of the receipts and expenditures of the 
United States, from the establishment of the 
Federal poveruannt to the Slst of December last; 
rendered in obedience to a resolution of the house, 
adopted on the motion of Mr. Kandolph on the 6th 
ultimo. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a letter 
from the Comptroller of the ‘lreasury, trensmitting 
a list of the balances on the books of the 3d Audi- 
tor of the Treasury, due more than three years 
prior to the 30th of September last, &e. rendercd 
in obedience to the act of March 3, 1817. 

On motion of Mr. Gross, of NY. it was 

Resolved, That the committee cn the judiciary 
be instructed to enquire into tne expediency of so 
altering the places of hokling the district court for 
the northern district of the state of New York, that 
one term thereof may be holden at the village of 
Sandy Hill, ian the county of Washington. 

The House then resumed, as in committee of the 
whole, Mr. Batywis in the chair, the consideration 
of the proposed amendmet to this bill. 

Mr. Jounson, of Virginia, took the floor, and 
spoke against the restriction. 

Mr Dyxttrnerton, of Pennsylvania, took the op. 
posite side of the question, and spoke in support of 
the restfiction. 

Mr. Wuarrmay, of Massachusetts, followed, on 
the same side, and advocated the restriction. When 
he had finished, several other gentlemen rose; but 

Mr. Simk ins succeeded in obtaining the floor; anc, 
on his motion, the committee rose, and the House 
adjourned. 
Fecrvany 17. 


The House then again proceeded, in committee 
of the whole, Mr. Batpwiw in the chair, to the 
cansideration of the Missouri bill, and the amend- 
ment proposed thereto by Mr. Taylor. 

Mr. Simpxins, of S. C. resumed the debate, and 
spoke more than an hour against the Restriction. 

Mr. Denstson, of Pennsylvania, touk the other 
side and spoke in support of the Restriction. 





Mr Tycen, of Virginia, next rose, and spe; 
against the Restriction. 

Mr Rica, of Vermont, spoke nearly the same 
ime in support of the Restriction; and 

On motion of Mr. Lowwnss, the comna&tee then 
rose; and-~the House adjourned, 
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- agriculture” in opposition to the numerous peti- 
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@nipar, rua. 18. 
Amongst the subjects this morning presented 
and referred, was a memorial handed in by Mr. 
Gannett, from the © Virginia Society for promoting 


tions which have been presented st the present 
session for additional duties on foreign goods, with 
the view of protecting the domestic manufacturing 
interest. Numerous petitions have from time to 
time been presented from citizens of the commer- 
cial towns, praying the imposition of duties on auc. | 
tion sales. 

Mr Ruaea, from the committee on pensions and | 
revolitionary claims, made an unfavorable report ou | 
the petition of Robert Campbeil, which was read) 
and concurred in. 

Mr. Campvett, from the committee on private: 
land claims, to whom was referred the bill trom | 
the Senate for the relief of Anthony Cavalier and ; 








ed to lay before this House a siatement of the 
whole number that have been educated at the mili- 
tary academy since its first establishment, from the 
District of Columbia, also from each state and ter- 
ritory in the Union; the number now at said acade- 
my, from the district, and frum cach state and ter- 
ritory; and the number that are now in the avmy or 
navy of the United States; that have been educated 
at said academy, and the place or appointinent each 
fills in said army or navy; also the number now at 
said academy that are orphans of those who have 
fallen in defence of their country, or died in its 
service during the late war; and the district, state 
or territory (:f there are any) they are from. Also, 
to state the whole amount including’ pay, subsis- 


l}tence and every other expenditure made by the 


general government, on account of said insiitution, 
from its first establishment up to the present time. 
Mr Rica suggested thata part if not musi, of the 














Peter Petit, confirming their claim to a certain tract’ information called for by the resulution, had already 
of land; made a detailed report thereon, recom- | been called for by resolutions of the House, of the 
mending the passage of the bili; and the bill was) last and present sessions, and was in part rendered, 
ordered to be read a third time. | that a further report might be expected in a few 
Mr. Wituiams, of North Carolina, from the com- || days from the War department and until it was 
mittee of claims, made unfavorable reports on the | seen what part of the information required by the 
petitions of Ephraim Gilman and James Douglass, || present motion should not be reported it had bet- 
of Josiah Winant, and ot Levi Chapman, which ii ter he on the table, which he moved. 
were severally ordered to lie on the table. } Mr. Cannon and Mr. Srevens opposed the mo- 
‘ir. W from the same commitiee, made a re-|}tion to lay the resolution on the table, because 
port on the petition of the Stockbridge Indians of’) should the resolution repeat any call heretofore 
New-York, accompanied by a bill allowing them’ made, the Secretary would report such information 
compensation for military services curing the late | only as should not have been previously required 





war; which was tice read and commited | 
Mr Surra, of Virginia, ‘rom the committee on|} 
military affairs, made unfavorable reports on the |! 
etitions of sundry inhabitants of Annapolis in be- || 
Palf of Mary Wells, and-on the petitions of William | 
Cogswell, and of Aaron J. Booge, which reports | 
were severally read and agreed to, with the excep- | 
tion of the last ndmed, which was committed to a; 
committee of the whole House 
Mr. § fromthe same committee, made a report | 
on the petition of Berryman Green, accompanied 4 


by a bill for his relief, which was twice read and) 
committed. 


Mr. Metes, of New York, moved for the consid- 
eration of a proposition submitted by him, a few 
days ago, for making a certain appropriation of the 
Public Lands, (forthe gradual abolition of slavery;) 
and was proceeding to assign reasons why he thought 
such a proposition ought to be adopted, when the 
Speaker suggested to him that, in moving for the 
consideration of any proposition lying on the table, 
it was nut in order to debate it. From this decision 
Mr. Meigs appealed to the House; and, the ques- 
tion being put, the decision of the Speaker was 
affirmed by a large majority. The question was 
then taken, on Mr. Meigs’ motion, to proceed to 
consider his proposition, and decided in the nega- 
tive, without a division. 

The House then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Batpwin in the chair, on 
the Missouri bill. 

Mr. Lownoss, of South Carolina, rose and ad- 
dressed the committee, in a speech of more than 
three hours, against the right and expediency of the 
proposed restriction. 

The committee then rose, on the motion of Mr. 
Piomer, of New Hampshire; and—adjourned. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 19. 
Mr. Canyon submitted the following resolution: 
Resolyed, That the Secretary of War be direct- 








and rendered, &c. 
The question to lay the resolution on the table 
was agreed to 67 to 42, 


The House took up the amendments of the Se- 
nate to the bill for the admission of Maine—which 


} amendments propose to authorise, by the same bill, 


the — 4 of Missouri to form a state government 
(without the slave restriction, but containing 2 
clause to exclude slavery from all the territory west 
of the Mississippi, which lies north of 363 degress 
of “1 latitude except the proposed staie of Mis- 
souri 

Mr, Tartor moved that the amendments of the 
Senate be disagreed to by the House. 


Mr- Scort of Missouri moved that they be com- 
mitted to the committee of the whole, which at 
present has under consideration the Missouri bill of 
this House; (which motion had precedence of the 
motion to disagree.) 

Mr. Hermes hoped thé amendments would not 
be committed. 

Mr. Cunrsrren was willing to admit Maine un- 
connected with Missouri; but as they had been 
united by the other branch of the Legislature, the 
amendment ought to take the usual course, and be 
treated with that courtesy and respect which the 
source of the amendments entitled them to, &c. 

Mr. Sarva, of Va. for the purpose of allowing 
time for the debate on the restriction to be brought 
toa close, before the amendments of the Senate 
should be taken up, moved that they be postponed 
to next Monday week; which motion was lost by « 
~e majority. : 

r. S. then moved their postponement to nex: 
Monday; which was also negatived. 

Mr. Epwarps, of N C. was in favor of the com- 
mitment, because they would consume no more 
time if they took that course, which was usua! and 
proper, than if taken.up in the House, wheye ‘hes 
would be just as much debated, &c. , 
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vir. Srnoruek, WAS agai: st an mame diste deci 4| 
sion on the amendments, and in faver of their com- 
mitment. The amendments contained sew fea- 
tures, wh'ch required reflection: that proposing a 
compromise, for instance: these questions the 
House could notbe prepared to decide at once, be 
cause its attention had been exclusively taken up 
in considering the restrictive question. It was not 
proper that the House should be driven into the in 
stant decision of questions of such immense magni 
tude He wished notany long period of postpone 
ment; but was averse to acting hustily and without 
deliberation. Mr. S. spoke at some length to en- 
force and illustrate the opinions stated here in sub 
stance only. 

Mr. Livermore strongly disapproved of the con- 
nection of the bills as they came from the Senate; 
but he saw something in the amendments which 
seemed likely to put an end to the disagreesble sub 
ject which now occupied the House. ‘te wished 
the subjects separaicd, and then some course 
might be adopted similar to the compromise pro- 
posed by the Scnate, and the matter ended happily 
and harmoniously. He argued earnesily in favor of 
the claims which Maine had to admission without | 
delay, and against a course which would, by ailow- 
ing the time to which she was Imited to pass by, 
and thus her reasonable expectations be defeated 
He deprecated the feelings of irritation which sue 
an unktnd course would prodsice in her cv'izens, &e. 

Me. Wureman opposed the commitment, with? 
much earnestness and at considerable lenvth Hej 
disapproved most. pointedly and emphatically the | 
connection of the bills and argued in favor of a 
prompt decision of the question 

Mr. Sroers observed that it was well known 
that no man was more in favor of a compromise of 
the unhappy sobject than hins«lf, but even this he, 
would not agree ww on compulsion. Me was op.) 
posed to the commiiment of the amendments; at) 
would be of no utility, as the question now before. 
the committee would be first decided before the 
amendments would be taken up; and then a bill 
would have previously passed on the same subject. 
The subject of the amendments wae a legal one: he 
admitted, but the object of the connection was to} 
coeroe this Iouse, bs operating on those members | 

articularly interested in the admission of Maine | 
into the Union, This course he thought was dis.’ 
approved by the House, and the proper wav to | 
shew it was bya prompt, a very prompt, rejyction |! 
of the amendments. Such was the coarse taken by 
the House, on a former occasion, when an amend. | 
ment was inserted in an appropriation bill bv the 
Senate, providing for brevet pay, which the [louse 
had previously striken out. Mr. 3S. repeated that 
he was in favor of the compromise, but he would 
not give up the right of giving a distinct and un 
shackled vote for the admission of Maine 

Mr Srwkins Conceived it would be extremely 
wrong not to allow some time to reflect on this sub 
ject. The amendments were long and contsined 
numerous provisions, some of them of the highest 
importance how were they to be understood fiom 
the single reading of them by the Clerk? He wish- 
ed them to be printed, and time allowed to exa 
mine and consider them. He was in favor of the 
commitment. 

Mr Gnoss, of New Vork, said, he was glad of an 
opportunity of stating, in his place, what he though 
of the conduct of the Senate inthis affair; and pro- || 
ceeded to remark that he thought it did not deserve i 
the respect of this house, but was stopped by the 
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Speaker, as such expressions here, applied to the 
other branch of the Legislature were ont of order, 
Mr G. then remarked, that, come from where it 
might, the amendment wasan attempt to coerce the 
members of this House. and he decidedly disap- 


proved of it, &e. 


Mr Wacxer, of N. C. made afew remarks in 
favor of commitment. 

Mr. Mencen supported the right of the Senate 
to annex any amendment toa bill from this House, 
and that the House had no right to know the mo- 
tives of the Senate, merely from the prima facie 
evidence of the amendments; it was not proper to 


|allude to themin dehate, much less to impute im. 


proper ones to that body. The course adopted by 
the Senate in this instance was justified by the 
nractice of the British Parliament, from which our 
miles of nraceeding are drawn; instances of which 
Mr. .Vf mentioned. 


VW Seaceanrt was against the commitment, and 
in favor of an immediate decision on these amend. 
ments. Mr. S opposed the amendments at some 
‘ongth. One reason for it was, that the bill came 
with too much; they did not belong to the bill. it pro- 
posed to connect with Maine, all the questions be. 
longing to the Missouri subject; and what was 
more, connected with Maine, the question called a 
compromise. Whatever the object of this amend- 
ment, it would appear to have an improper end in 
— and such would be its effect on the public 
mind. 


Mr. Smrru, of N. C. was in favor of the commit- 
ment. 

Mr. Surru, of Md. opposed the commitment as 
useless; an] argued to shew that it would not seve 
time: that it would be attended with ticonvenience, 
without produc*ng any benefit, &e 

Mr Brown. of Ky. spoke at considerable leneth, 
and very warmly, against the proposition to force 
members into an instant decision of this important 
question. He maintained the justice and fairness 
of allowing time for an examingtion of the amend- 
ments. an! for preparation for a decision; and cun- 
demned strongiy the attempt to co-rrce the House 
into an immediate vote on a subject so little under- 
stood and so important. 

The question was then taken on committing the 
bill and amendmen('s, and decided in the negative, 
by veas and nays, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Alexander, Allen of T: Anderson 
Archer of Md. Archerof Va. Barbour, Bayly, soon Bre- 
vard, Brown, Bryan, Burwell, Butler of 
Coeke, Crawford, Crowetl, Cuibreth, Culpeper, Cuthbert, 
Farie, Edwards of N.C Ervin, Floyd, Garnett, Hall of N.C. 
Hardin, Hooks, Johnson, Jones of Va. Jones of Tenn. 
Kinsey, Littie, Lowndes, M’Coy. M’Greary, M’Lane of 
M’Lean of Ken, Mercer, Metcalf, Neale, Neisonof Va. Newton, 
Overstreet, Pindall, Quaries, Rankin, Reed, Rhea, Ri 
Roberison, Shaw, Siinkins, Slocum, B. Smithof Va, A. Smyth 
of Va. Smith of N. C. Strother, Swearingen, Terrell, Tueker of 
Va. Tucker of $.C. Tyler, Waiker of N. C. Warfield, Wil- 


_jiams of Va. Williams of N, C—70 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen of Mass. Allen of N.Y. Baker, 
Baldwin, Ball, Bateman. Beecher, B Buffum, Bar- 
ton, But' + of N H, Campbell, Case, Seg Fiat Cook, 
Crafts, Cushman, Dartington, Davidson, Dewitt 
Dickinson, Dowse, Eddy, Edwards of Con, Edwards, of 

Fay, Fisher, Foiger, Foot, Forrest, Fullerton, Gross of N.Y. 
Gross of Penn. Guyon, arg | ,of N. ¥ 
hid, Hendoicks, Hibshman, Hiester, Hill, ° 
Kenda:\, Kine'ey, Lathrop, Lincoln, Linn, Livermore, Lynn, 
Maclay, Matiary, Marchand, Mayen, h, Meigs, a. re 
S. Moore, Mowei!, Morton, Moseley, rray, Ne‘sm of “iass. 
Parker of Mass. Parker of Va. Patterson, Pbeips, Phiison, Pitch- 
er, Pinmer, Rich, Richards, Richmond, bars pe Row, Kurs, 
Sam Sergeant, Settle, Sisve., Sioan, Sinit of 
of Ma. Southard, Stevens, Storrs, Street, St of Vt. Strong 
of N. ¥. Tarr, Taylor, Tom.inson, Tompkins, Tracy, bd a 4 
Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Wendovet, W Wo6d—107. 
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Ar. Switu, of Va. then moved to lay the a- 
ry ndments on the table, and priut, them, that 

: House might at least see what it was ca’ 
_ lon to decide; which motion was lost—ayes 77. 
pues 96. 

‘bhe question recurring on the motion to diss 
ce to the amendments be pos'pened to Tuesds: 
_ i be printed. ; 

he question being taken on postponing the bi 
‘6 Yuesday, and printing the amendments, was car- 
sid by a large majority: —Adjourned, 


—— 


MR. SIMKINS’ SPEECH, 

QO» the amendment offered by Mr. Taylor, 
to a bill for the admission of Missouri into 
the Union, prescribing the restriction of 
Slavery as an irrevogable principle of the 
State Constitution. 


Mu. Cuarnman—The extraordinary ability 
vith which this subject kas been discussed, 
‘.e almost exhausted patience of the commit- 
rer, and the feeble hope I can have to urge 
any thing new, ought, perhaps, to have ad- 
‘anguished me to have been silent. If it had 
been possible to have brought my mind, ei- 
tier from a sense of duty or justice, to the 
conclusion of the honorable member from 
* fassachusetts “Mr. Whitman) who last ad- 
J-essed you, that there will be a cheerful ac- 
quiescence by the people of these United 
States, let this question be decided which 
way it may, T should have pursued that silent 
course, which on most subjects I have deem. 
et it my duty to pursue. Bat sir, far diffe- 
reat is my conclusion; and whilst I stand in 
tue honorable relation to the people of South 
C“urolina, which I now hold, a people most 
dceply interested in this question, I can ne- 
ver remain unmoved when I hear doctrines, 
for the first time openly advocated, which 
scem to me to aim a deadly blow at our peace 
td happiness. This subject, so far from be- 
iug one of common legislation, awakens our 
vigilance, arouses our feelings, and even 
alarms our fears; because we most solemn- 
ly believe that it is nearly connected with the 
rshts by which we hold our property, the 
s.«fety of ourselves and families, and the peace 
au perpetuity of the Union! Permit me, 
s'*, here to observe, that for some time in the 
progress of this discussion, I could not con- 
coal my astonishment at the apparent compla- 
eaney and unconce.rn, as it regarded the in- 
terests of the people to the west and south, 
wth which the advocates of this restriction 
\uowved its final determ ination. But it soon 
«:-ured to me, as it muy t to every unpreju- 
vrcod man, that these hon *able gentlemen 
‘ore attempting to legisla, ‘© upon a point, 
sich did not invade their private rights, 


hy yever it might, in its conse jtences, assail 
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ours —that it did not involve their persona 

ecurity, however their principles might put 
‘o hazard vurs—that they maght remain in 
perfect safety, whilst our nappiness might be 
iust, and our lives sacrificed. Let me not be 
misunderstuod. 1 do not impute toany mem- 
ber improper motives. It is admitted that 
‘ney do not anticipate such consequences, or 
they would participate, in some degree at 
least. in the feelings which agitate our minds. 
Frou this source, oem arises the danger, 
They believe all will be safety, peace and 
quietness, or they never could, as conscien- 
tious statesmep, regarding the interests of eve- 
ry portion of this Union, vindicate the doc- 
trines they have advanced. ‘They seem to 
be unacquainted with our situation, and the 
many circumstances of delicacy and danger 
which surround us, and they therefore ap- 
proach this question, destitute of that tender- 
ness and brotherly affection which distinguish 
them on other subjects. This is not a subject 
of common legislation. It is not like a tax, 
or other general reguiation, which is to bear 
equally on every part of the community. It 
is the people of the West and South which it 
interests toan uncalculable extent. It is for 
these that our brethren from the North and 
East are now so exceedingly anxious to legis- 
late. Yes. Weare ae told that in re- 
spect to this subject we lack the wisdom to 
judge for ourselves. We are unfit to meke 
our own laws. A power from the East, not 
at all identified with us, officiously, and it 
seems to me, in despite of the most obvious 
construction of that constitution which we all 
ought to reverence, and to support which 
we have all made our appeal to Heaven, un- 
dertake to throw around us their protecting 
shield—to save us from ourselves. 1 speak, 
Mr. Chairman, of the people of the South, as 
identified with those of Missouri, because the 
same violation of the constitution, and the 
same spirit too, which justify you in imposing 
this restriction on Missouri, would lead you 
te emancipate every slave to the south. 

So much has been said on the constitution- 
os of this measure, and it has been opposed 
with so much learning and clearness, parti- 
cularly by the speaker of this house, and an 
honorable member from Virginia, (Mr. Bar- 
bour) who spoke some cv ago, that many 
observations from me mig it be deemed abso- 
lutely unjustifiable. What remarks I do 
make shall be principally directed to the ar- 
guments used by the gentleman who last oc- 
cupied your attention. 

That this is a body of powers delegated by 
the people, enumerated and specified by the 
Federal Constitution, and that “all the powers 
not thus delegated, either expressly or by nz 
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cessary implication, to the United States. nor 
pro ibited by it to the states, are reserved to 
the states vespectively or to the people” are 
sitions so clear that the common sense of 
mankind cannot doubt about them. Now, 
sir, in looking at these obvious provisions of 
the constitution, we not only see that there 
is nv express power given to Congress to im- 
pose permanent conditions on a new state co- 
ming into the Union, and gsing to fasten up- 
on such state a constitution which it can ne- 
ver alter, but you vo where find such power 
as necessary fur carrying into effect any ex- 
= power delegated. ere we might fair- 
y rest the question, for it lies upon the friends 
of this restriction to show the power. ‘They 
do not pretend tnat it is eapress; and they 
have resorted to, at least, half a dozen con- 
flicting parts of the constitution to shew that 
itis implied, and they hunt with an eagerness 
which shews that they are determined not to 
be disappointed. 
Mr. Chairman, we can never have our 
hearts and understandings so well prepared 
to give a fair and impartial construction to 





this charter of our rights, as to resort to the 
history ot its adoption, and here sir, it strikes 
us at once that the principal and strongest | 
ground against its adoption was that it might 
be construed to give such power to the gene- 
ral government, as to make it too strong, too 
nearly allied to that of Great Britain; and as 
power never looses but contisually gains, 
that it might lead finally toa consolidation of 
state rights or state sovereignty. It was for 
this reasun that the voice of the renowned 
Hevury was raised into a strain of Eloquence 
which not only shook the hearts of his hearers, 
but awakened jealousies which could not be 
appeased. It was on this account that Mon- 
roe, Mason, and a host of the most ardent 
patriots that ever shed lustre on any age or 
country, raised their voices; and it was to 
appease this jealousy, which would have been 
fatal to the instrument as it then was, that 
the statesman-like and immortal letters un- 
der the signature of Publius made their ap- 
pearance; but, sir, is it not known to you, 
that all exertions might have been unavailing, 
had it not been for the adoption of the tent 
amendatory article, which was thought to 
dissipate every shadow of doubt, by explicitly 
reserving all powers not expressly, or by ne- 
cessary implication, delegated to Congress. 
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in this house, yet never in one single instance 
have [ contended tor a power under the con- 
stitution, unless it could be fairly implied as 
necessary to carry some object into execu- 
tion express/y designated. But where, let 
me ask. is to be found this power to impose 
unalterable conditions on new states— where 
this power to write out a constitution for a 
people claiming all the sovereignty and rights 
of an independent state? Some gentlemen, 
early in the debate, derived it from the pow- 
er supposed to be possessed by Congress “to 
promote the general welfare” others from the 
power “ to regulate commerce” ‘These how- 
ever were quickly abandoned, as too wild for 
the boldest spirit of usurpation. It was 
then derived from “ the power to dispose of, 
‘and make all needful rules and regulations 
‘ respecting the territory and other propert 

‘ belonging to the United States,” but this 
ground seems to have been abandoued be- 
cause it was conclusively shewn that these 
“rules and regulations” only could operate 
whilst the country seeking to be admitted re- 
mained a territory. That as soon as it be- 
came a state the power of Congress over it 
absolutely ceased. 

Other gentlemen have relied for the power 
on that section of the constitution, v hich spe- 
cifies that“ the migration or importation 
of such persons, as any of the states now ex- 
isting shall think proper to admit, shall not 
be prohibited by the Congress prior to the 
ce 1808,” but even this ground seems to 

ave been so narrow, that but little relianee 
is now placed upon it; for the word “ migra- 
tion” from the fairest definition, refers toa 
voluntary coming from abroad, and never 
could ut to the bringing in of slaves by 
force; much less to their removal from one 
state to another, or from a state toa territory, 
within the United States, If we refer to the 
Declaration of Independence and see in what 
sense the word “ migration” is there used, it 
seems to me, we cannot indulge a doubt as 
to what was intended by it, in the Constitu- 
tion In the former instrument, it is declared 
that “ he (meaning the king of Great Bri- 
‘ tain) has endeavored to prevent the popula~ 
4‘ tion of these states; for that purpose ob- 
‘ structing the laws for naturalization of fo- 
‘ reigners; refusing to pass others encourag- 
‘ ing their migration hither,” &c. Here it re- 
fers to the coming in of foreigners, and thisis 





Now, although I think in the construction of 
this instrument we ought to give sufficient 
tone and energy to the general government, 
not only to preserve itself, but to promote the 
general welfare, and defend the Union; al- 
though to promote these objects I have gone 
further than many of my-enlightened friends 


stated as one of the grievances which forced 
us to the declaration of that independence, 
which this constitution was intended to se- 
cure and perpetuate. From a perusal of 
these clauses in the two instruments, the in- 
ference is alinost irresistible that the word 





was intended to refer to the same description 
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of persons in both, as its most obvious mean- 
ing imports. 

t the persevering friends of restriction 
being driven from every other ground. and as 
it would really seem, being determined to find 
the power, fasten themselves down upon that 
part of the constitution which declares that 
‘new states may be admitted by the Congress 
* into this union; but no new state shall be 
* formed or erected within the jurisdiction of 
* any other state; nor any state be formed by 
* the junction of two or more states, or parts 
* of states without the consent of the legisla- 
* ture of the states concerned as well as of 
‘the Congress.’ They say that the power 
to admit new states, is an universal unlimited 
proposition and includes the power to im- 
pose, by way of compact, any condition what- 
ever and to any extent; so that there will be 
left to such state only that miserable wreck 
of sovereignty, which the omnipotence of 
Congress may graciously be pleased to leave. 
And is it possible that principles like these 
are gravely and earnestly vindicated in the 
hall of the American capitol by two gentle- 
men (Mr. Sargeant and Mr. Hemphill) equal 
ly distinguished for their learning and their 
talents, and whose sjncerity we cannot ques- 
tion! They did not according to my under- 
standing, offer any limit to the power of Con 

ress, and if they did, it was merely nominal; 
or they admitted that this was a great power 
capable of flagrant abuse, but for the due ex- 
ercise of which, there were sufficient safe 

uards in the virtue and integrity of the mem- 
Con of Congress, elected by the people every 
two years. Indeed! and are we here told of 
the omnipotence of Congress, as in England 
we cer | be of the omnipotence of parlia- 
ment! But let us examine fora moment this 
unlimited power under the word “ new states 
may be admitted by the Congress into this 
union.” This proposition is universal, but it 
is so only in a single particular, and that is 
that Congress has a complete discretion to 
admit or not to admit singly, and under this 
discretion; it may determine as to the num- 
ber of states to be admitted, the time of ad- 
mission, and even their fitness for admission, 
and here the power ceases. But gentlemen, 
to answer their favorite object, lay down ano- 
ther universal proposition not only utterly un- 
warranted & at war with the spiritlof our con- 
stitution, but most alarming to every friend 
of liberty. They say that Congress has not 
only the universal power to admit, but to in- 
sist upon any condition however unlimited, 
or opposed to the will of the people to be go- 
verned! Tomy mind this last proposition is 
so monstrous and appalling that I can scarce- 
ly contemplate it with the moderation due to 








the dignity of this house. Is it not seen, at 
once, that the exercise of such a power would 
go to alter the very nature of this government 
and that se far from admitting states into this 
union, it would be admitting them into a dif- 
ferent union—into a federal league of quite a 
different nature from the old one? ‘The 
truth is, that the explanation given by the 
speaker on this subject is clear aud undenia- 
ble. He has justly said that the power to ad- 
mit is general. universal but that the opera- 
tion of this power as to the terms of admis- 
sion is certain limited and specific. Hence 
you can interfere with the rights of a state, 
no farther than to see that they are perfect, 
by securing to each “a republican form of 
government” in the words and spirit of the 
constitution. 

But the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Whitman) contends that the universal 
nature of this power is proved, because the 
only limitation on Congress is, that a new 
state carved out of one or more states, can- 
not be admitted without the consent of such 
state or states and the consent of Congress. 
This he says is the only exception, and proves 
the rule. In the first place, this is the pecu- 
liar case of an interference with state jurise 
diction, and so far fram strengthening the 
power of Congress to interfere with state so- 
vereignty goes to preserve it, and shews that 
you cannot interfere with it at all. Again it can- 
not be extended further than to prove (if it 
can prove any thing more than that to which 
it ey relates) the generality of the 
proposition that Cungress has power to judge 
of the time and fitness for admission merely, 
and can never be construed to give a right to 
interfere with the municipal regulations of a 
state. 

The same gentleman fancies he illustrates 
his point by saying that if this is a vast power, 
it is no more than what Congress has. en va- 
rious other subjects, refers te the power it has 
“ to establish post roads” to borrow money” 
&c. and says that in these cases, there is no 
limitation. Now sir, to make these at all 
analagous to the proposed restriction on 
Missouri, he must go further and prove in 
the first case, that Congress has power to es- 
tablish a post-read in Missouri, and to com- 
pel the people of Missouri to insert an unal- 
terable provision in their constitution, that 
such post-road, shall not be used by them for 
any purpose of internal convenience what- 
ever! So alsoto make the last case analo- 
gous, you must compel the people of Missou- 
ri to insert an vualterable provision in their 
constitution that they sbouid never borrow 





money, for state purposes, for which they 
should be compelled to pay interest, or should 
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, but from some country, 
which might never have it in its power to 
tend. Now sir these absurd interfc-ences 
would not be ore outrageous or unconstitu- 
tional than the proposed restriction; for what 
do you de? You first deprive these people of 
the right of judging for themselves. ‘This 
would not be so intolerable a grievance, tf 
vou could prove that you were better able to! 
judge for them, than they are for themselves, | 
‘pat in contradiction to every sound principie 
of well regalated freedom, you legisiate for 
them, ina matter in which vou have no direct |, 
interest, in which you are not as well inform-|| 
ed as they are,aad in which you have no com- 
mon sympathy and feeling. You go still 
turther. You do not legislate for them, fora 


not borrow money 





jate for them unalte ably. You underiake to 
pronounce to them, Im a matter relating to 
their own municipal concerns, that they shall 
never posses that fundamental, unalienable. | 
and indispensible privilege belonging to al) 
free states, of altering teir own constitution, | 
as time and circumstances may require! You! 
go still further. You not only violate the 
constitution in assuming this power, but you 
violate the express povisions of the treaty of 

1305, with France, under which this territory 
was acquired. A treaty relating to subjects 
fairly embraced within the scope of the trea- 
ty making power, which under your consti- 
tution is “ the supreme las of the land,” and 
which you have confirmed by paying fifteen 
millions of your money. by receiving the 
whole territory into your possession, legisla- 
ting for its governmeut, and by every act of 
solemnity which can consecrate a public act, 
aad give the people a hold on your plighted 
faith. ‘The 3d art. of this treaty declares that 
* the inhabitants of the ceded territory shall 
‘Le incorporated ii. the union of the United 

‘States, and adinitted as soon as possible, ac 
cording to the principles of the federal con- 
stitution to the enjoyment of all the rights, 
advantages and immunities of citizens of 
* the United Sates; and in the mean time they 
‘shall be maintained and protected in the 
free enjovment of their liberty, property, 
and the religion which they profess.’ 

I am aware that the gentleman from Mas- 
sichusetts and others, have doubted the power 
of ov President and Senate to make such a 
iresiy. Tf this ever could have been doubted, 
it i. now too late to question it, for | have al- 
reaty shewo that you have most solemnly 
conirmed it. 

Tis treaty provides for the admission of 
this ‘-rritory into the Union as soon as pussi- 
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as it relates to theie numbers, strength, &c.— 
Phis treaty provides for their enjoyment, as a 
state of all the rights, advantages, andimmuni- 
ties of citizens of the United States; yea of 
the most favored citizens, You answer them 
by writing out for them an nnalterable consti- 
tution, denying them some of the most impor- 
tant rights of a free people, and say to them, 
accept this constitution, aod we will admit you 
tu the enjoyment of those very rights, guaran- 
teed by the treaty. This treaty protects them 
in their right to hold and enjoy their proper- 
ty. You tell them that they shall pot hold 
and enjoy property ofa particular kind, and 
that you will take from them the increase of 
this property. if they continue to live in the 
country of their choice; a country to which 
you have invited them by every badge of 
solemnity, which can signalize and consecrate 
the public acts of a government. If you had 
been disposed to have denied to these people 
the rigits, guaranteed by this treaty, you 
should long ago have rejected or protested 
against it. You should have at the proper 
time, discarded this tract of country from 
your protection. This you did not do, but at 
this late and unseasonable hour, you come in 
to deny and violate your own plighted faith. 
You have found the people there; you bave by 
your own acts induced thousands of others to 
go there, with their property! and you now 
say to them, you must either move away, part 
with your property, o: we will take its in- 
crease from you! 

Away then with the suggestion of the mem- 
her from Massachusetts, that there was not 
sufficient power to make the treaty, or that if 
there was, the people must complain through 
France for its violation. Away then with the 
strained argument of the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Wood) who thought he had 
discovered a safe groand of retreat, when he 
alledged that the word sate was not used in 
the treaty, and that, therefore, there was no 
vbligation to admit this territory as a siate; 
but merely to incorporate it with other terri- 
tories, or annex it to other states. Such ar- 
guments appear to be weak, and not worthy 
the high sources from which they came. 

But it is avowed by the gentleman (Mr. 
Taylor) who propnsed the amendment, that it 
will correct an inequality in the government 
by which the old 13 states, and particularly 
the Northern and Eastern states, are loosing 
their importance, by the admission of every 
new state. 

He evidently referred to the representation 
of 3-5ths of the slave population. Here, sir, 
we arrive at one of the strongest causes of 








ble? You refuse it, although you have no 
doub thai the territory is ripe for admission, 





this extraordinary proposition. We here see, 
exposed and naked, one of the true grounds 
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for making a new constitution, and doing away 
the provisions of the old one. We here, at any 
rate, see a reason why a new and most ex- 
traordinary power is proposed to be engrafted 
into our charter of rights 

The gentlemen on the opposite side sub- 
stantially say, the old compact or bargain, we 
thought, was a good one, but we now find our- 
selvesdeceived When we entered into it we 
had no idea that you would acquire an al- 
most boundless extent of territory on this and 
the other side of the Mississippr. Could we 
have foreseen this, unquestionably we should 
have made a better bargain. We should have 
guarded against the alarming diminution of 
our political power to the North and East, by 
the constant admission of new states. 

Mr. Chairman, J, with the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, dislike even to mention sec- 
tional divisions of this hitherto happy Union; 
I, from my soul, abhor arraying one part 
against another; beceuse I am a true disciple 
of the very doctrine he vindicates, that the 
Eastern and Western, No: thern and Southern 
sections, are strongly united by common in- 
terests. The Southern and Western rear in 
great abundance the provisions and the raw 
material, which the Northern and Eastern 
will either manufacture or transport. Indeed 
the riches of the country generally, depend 
on the very labor of those, whose situations, 





ihe present measure renders so very precari- 
ous. But notwithstanding these considera- 
tions, is it not evident, that you are driving) 
us inio a sectional party? Our preservation) 
and safety call aloud upon us, to look) 
to sectional interests, because you your- 
selves first unite against us in this critical 
question. You first draw the line. 

Who can wink so hard as not to see to what 
the assumption of this gigantic power, now 
for the first time attempted to be ingrafted 
into the Constitution, will lead? You already 
have the power to controul us, and you has- 
ten to perpetuate it, by imposing such condi- 
tions on new states as will effect your purpose. 
Your power is unlimited, or if it has any limit- 
ation, you have failed to point it out. It may 
lead to other extraordinary conditions and 
impositions, on every state, whose dispositions 
and habits are not seasoned to your palates, 
until quite a new government exists; until the 
vast regions to the West are peopled, and par- 


your will and pleasure. You hold in your 


can it be doubted by those acquainted with 
the nature of man, that in due time you will 
use it? 

Let me adjure gentlemen then to pause and 
reflect before they commence the exercise of 





a power, which we solemnly believe may lead, 
to the breaking up the deep foundations of our 
palladium of liberiy! 

Gentlemen discus~ this question as if slavery 
was not distinctly and unequivocally recog- 
nized and secured in various parts of our po- 
litical compact. It is first recognized in its 
very beginning, which makes them, in part, 
the basis of our representation. Their situa- 
tion is next distinctly secured, in that part 
which even prevents @ state from passing a 
law to prevent their reclamation by theic 
owners, when they flee into such state; and it 
is again clearly recognized in that part of the 
Constitution, which allowed all the states in 
the Union to import more slaves, from the 
time of the adoption of the Constitution, up 
to 1808; a period of more than 20 years; and 
are we now to be told that slavery is not re- 
cognized in the Constitution, because the word 
slave was not introduced into the instrument? 
Are we to hear it, more than insinuated, that 
our rights, in this respect, are not to remain 
secured, by a constitution which would never 
have been adupted, but for the express provi- 
sions and guarantees which have just been 
mentioned. Are we to be told this too, when 
those very men, the saviours of our country in 
the revolution, who took a lead in the framing 
and adoption of the Constitution, were large 
slave-holders! ; 

But you yourselves acknowledge the right 
in the people of Missouri to judge for them- 
selves, for this propositicn is an attempt to 
take it away from them, under the specious 
pretext of a bargain. 

Sir, lloathe this doctrine of filching from a 
state her right, by compelling her to make a 
compact. 

If Congress can require sacrifices from a 
state, it is clear, that a state should have a 
right to require them of Congress. 

Rights may then be diminished or increas- 
ed to any extent; and if so, what becomes of 
the symmetry and proportions of your federal 
edifice, reared with so much care, and guarded 
by so many sentinels! If its foundations are 
thus to be sapped, and this fair and splendid 
building must tumble into ruins: no man has 
security for his private rights, or personal se- 
curity, for a single day! 

J am sensible, Mr. Chairman, that I have 
mingled with my constitutional views, several 
of those, which I intended to take upen the 
policy of the proposed measure, I shall now 
make some observations upon the latter, and 
in the first place permit me to reply to gentle- 
men, from all sides of the house, who have 
called slavery by every hard name, and appli- 





ed to it every opprobrious epithet which the 
English language could furnish. It has been 
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called the greatest curse which could befall 
man, a sore and tremendous evil, a dreadful 
malady, an endless and irremediable curse, 
aud a contagion, Indeed it has been said 
that the existence of slaves in a Country, wasa 
contamination to the morals, if not the man 
ners, of the people among whom they dwelt, 
and a passage from Mr. Jefferson’s notes on 
Virginia, has been quoted to prove, that 
whilst it destroyed the morals on the one hana, 
it destroyed the amor patria or love of coun- 
try on the other. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, whilst I express my 
admiration of Mr. Jefferson, 1 admire and_ 
love truth more—and whilst I do not, in the 
abstract, vindicate slavery, yet 1 do not be- 
lieve it has been this contaminatig dreadful 
curse to the southern people, which almost 
every gentleman’s speech paints i. If it has 
been productive of evil, (which it no doubt 
has, to a certain extent) permit me to say, 
that it has shed on society some-good effects. 
All the menial, degrading offices are pertorm- 
ed in the southern states, by slaves, avd the 
contrast between freedom and slavery, begets 
a tone ia the public sentiment highly favorable 
to freedom. It, in fact, excites a stronge: and 
keener relish for liberty and patriotism —) 
Hence | feel myself at liberty to declare, that} 
in no country on earth, do the qualities of in- 
dependence, generosity, and honor, shine with | 
a purer, ora steadier lustre, than in the south- 
ern states. 't is not there that the spark of 
liberty will first Le extinguished. Rather ex- 
pect it in those states where the menial and 
degrading offices are performed by white men, 
creating, in spite of every thing, a distinction 
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between the master and servant—between 
the white master and the white slave: Creat- 
ing those distinctions which cannot be denied, 
and which are the natural and legitimate 
foundations of aristocracy. There, sir, liber- 
ty will be first endangered, because the suf. 
frages which select your rulers, and which 
give tone and character to the government, 
will be given, at least in part, by this degrad- 
ed dependent class, and the numbei of these 
dependents will be continua'ly increased as the 
country becomes older; large landholders with 
a host of tenantry, and large manufactories, 
with a host of hired labourers, multiply. Sup 
pose the principal part of your voters were of 
this dependent class, do you believe your free 
institutions could be maintained? lt would 
be impossible ! 

Mr. Jefierson’s theory is contradicted not 
only on the authority of the immortal Burke, 
who has long since proclaimed ‘he foregoing 
principle, in one of his distingui-led speech- 
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short experience of this government, shat 
section of the country gave the fist alarm, 
when liberty was endangered? Was ut the 
slave-loldiny states, or those of New Eng- 
land? Let the history of 1798 and 1799 de- 
lermine. 

It is to be regretted, that the situation of 
our slaves io the South, is but little understood 
by gentlemen to the North. ‘Two thirds, 
and perbaps three fourths of them, in all the 
upper aod middle country, are com; .ciely 
idemified with ther masters, They drink 
fiom the same brook, partake of the same 
fvod, and very often periorm the same iabor. 
This is the siivativs oi #!most ail, who are not 
large slave-hoiders, and the number of the lat- 
ter are greatiy decreasing. It ts matter of 
sincere consclation too, tu state that ihe large 
holders, in the lower country, are cuntiuually 
ameliorating the state of their slaves, both as 
to the manner of feeding and clothing them, 
as well as affording them a variety of the 
other comforts of life. Contrast theo, I beg 
you, the situation of these people here, with 
the situatiou of the natives of Airica, and say 
whether slavery is as great an evil as you im- 
agine? Permit me to read from the British 
Colonial Journal, the speech of an African 
King, on the coast of Guinea, in opposition 
to the interference of the British, in prevent- 
ing the slave trade. This will give a better 
representation of their situation than any 
thing I could say. 

In addressing the English agent, amon 
various other things, he ssys—“ You thin 
you can work areformation, as you call it, in 
the manners of the blacks, but you ought to 
consider the disproportion between the mag- 
nitude of the two countries, and then you 
would soon be convinced of the difficulties in 
changing the system of such a vast country 
as this. We know that you are a brave peo- 
ple, and can bring over many blacks to your: 
opinion by the points of your bayonets, but to: 
do this, you must put a great many to death, 
&c. and thereby militate against the principle 
yuu profess. 

« In the name of my ancestors, and myself, 
I aver, that no Dahoman man ever embarked 
in war merely for the sake of procuring where. 
withal to purchase your commodities. 1, who 
have not long been master of this country, 
have, without thinking of the market, killed 
mapy thousands, and I shall kill many thou- 
sands more, &c. If white men choose to re- 
main at home and no longer visit this country 
for the same purpose that has usually brought 
them hither, will black men cease to wake 
war? I answer, ao—And if there be no ships 
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them? TI answer for you, they will be put to 
death !” Sc. I will not detam you by going 
into the particular bistory of this race of men 
in Africa, to shew their wretched, mu:derous, 
and unsettled habits—vor will | contrast their 
situation with that of the slave here, further 
than to ask, whether one ina thousand, here, 
would leave their masters to be carried to A 
frica and receive their freedom? No, sir, I 
have scarcely ever heard of one who would 
do so; even to embrace the favorite system at 
colonization. 

Again, I cannot believe slavery to be the 
greatest of abominations, when I remember 
that it is recognised and sanctioned through- 
out almost every part of the sacred scrip 
tures; and [ appeal to the reverend and ho 
norable member from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Cushman) who a few days ago delivered us 
quite a long sermon on this question, whether 
Abraham, the chosen of God—one whom lie 
not oniy called “ friend,” but to whom He 
made constant and immediate communica- 
tions of his Holy will, did not possess up- 
wards of three hundred male slaves or bond- 
men, at onetime! Whether Joseph, one of 
the most exemplary and virtuous men that 
ever lived, did net purchase a whole couniry 
of slaves on the continent of Africa, and I 
call upon him to point out any part of the 
scriptures, which, upon a fair construction, 
condemn slavery as a great political or moral 
evil. If he is well acquainted with his bible, 
{and I have no doubt he daily reads it) he 
will remember that in the 25th chap. of Levi- 
tecus, slavery, in the sense in which we now 
hold slaves, is sanctioned and recognised 
with as much clearness and precision, as Lord 
Coke has defined an estate in fee simple.— 
* And ye shall take them as an inheritance 
for your children after you, to inherit them as 
a possession; they shall be your bondmen for- 
ever.” Let it be left to the gentleman to ex- 
plain, if he can, why slavery is now a greater 
evil or curse, than it was then? In the New 
Testament, also, the most undeniable evidenc- 
es are afforded, that the relation between mas- 
ter and servaet was sanctioned, and servants 
repeatedly exhorted to obedience. 

If gentlemen so abound with humanity, and 
the kindly feelings of ihe heart, as to interfere 
with our rights and endanger our safety, let 
them transfer some of this bumanity and 
synpathy to the situation of their white ser- 
vants, who are compelled to perform for them 
all the menial offices, and who are, perhaps, 
not half as happy and free, of all those cares 
and fears,which perplex and embitter human 
life, as are our slaves. 








Let some of this sympathy and human.ty 
be directed to the white slaves of Russia, Hun-' 


gary, and other European countries, where 
these half-starved. half-chothed wretches, can- 
not earn as much money in the whole year, as 
our slaves would obtain in two or three days: 


masters sulfer their servants to work for 
themselves, in the saive-holding states, 

Let gentlemen bestow some ot their tender 
feelings upon the staie of the lower ranks of 
peopte in Irelaad, France, and even England, 
who having no triendiv master to provide for 
their wants, feariuily look to.ward to a state 
of starvation ! Let them thea pronounce, whe- 
ther the persons held to serviee in the Souih 
and West, even wider the bardest masters, 
bave to struggle with balf the waots and pri- 
vations, of these wretched foreigners. If, af- 
ter all this, our brethren of the east, still ov-r- 
low with these feelings & sympathies, lot them 
be directed to soine of the evils of our own 
country. Let them lament the thousands, year- 
ly carried off by pestitence and disease, and 
above all, letthem lament the deaths aud myri- 
ads of vices and privations whieh ensue froas 
the habit of drunkenness ! 

Mr. Chairman, thousnads of evils have been 
permitted to afflict man from the beginaing 
of his history up to this day, for what reasons 
no one can account, save the Great Governor 
of all Worlds. Amonyst these evils [T have 
admitted slavery to be one; but net to the ex- 
tentto which it is so fashionable to carry it, in 
this house—and we have oe consolation 
which cannot be taken away, and that is this, 
that be the evil what it may, it was fastened 
upon us in vlher times, by other men. Yes, 
sir, by that very country, which is now daily 
pouring out her execratious upon as for the 
toleration of this evil! 

But, sir, let me ask, is the proposed measure 
sure the best way of curinig the evil? TI an- 
swer, no—it goes directly to increase it,— 
You profess humanity, and you take away 
the means of increasing and cherishing it, by 
circumscribing the limits for its operation: In- 
deed, it has been avowed out of this house, 
that the evil can be cured, by confining them 
within limits so nar:ow as to deprive them of 
the means of subsisience, till they skall be ex- 
terminated. 

There is another and an equally fatal way 
to ensure their extirmination, and that | aw- 
fully fear is in a rapid state of progression— 
I mean, Sir, (and it would be a false delicacy 
longer to suppress the fact) the continuing to 
urge such propositions as are now urged, and 
to discuss them in the extraordinary manner 
this has been discussed. You have mot only 
called slavery the greatest and most contam- 
‘inating curse which ever fell upcn man, hunt 
lit has been insinuated that it is not recognized 
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in the constitution, and that in this the sonth- 
ern and northero people are separated and 
distinct—and to justify this interference with 
the rights of Missouri, you have heard many 
meinbers, (dissolving the constitution with a 
breath,) go back and quote, and arge, and re- 


ly upon the words in the declaration of inde}; 


pendence, that “all men are created equal” — 
What cao this language-be arged for, but to 
unsettle the principles upon which the consti- 
on was adopted—and to shew that we have 
no ligament strong envugh to bind our breth- 
ren of the north to uas—Why thus resort to 
the law of nature, but to shew that we have 
no legal right to hold any portion of mankind 
in subjection, however imperious the necessity, 
or however dreadful night be a contrary state 
of thigs, For one, I feel astonished and ap- 
paiied to hear such language used on this 
@ or! Can you believe that these declarations 
will not be carried in pamphlets and by various 
modes of conveyance, and circulated among 
the coloured people of the south and west; 
and wiil you answer for the effects they may 
produce? ‘This thea is the fatal way in which 
you may get rid of them—this then is what 
will first shew itself in murmurs and discon- 
tent, then rise to insurrections, and finally to 
a bloody war of extirmination. If this is ei- 
ther true humanity or wise national policy, 
may heaven deliver us from them. 

To shew that this may and will be the con- 
sequeace of persisting in such a course, I re- 
fer gentlemen to the direful coasequences in 
Barbadoes and other West-India Islands, of 
Mr. Wilberforce’s plan of taking a registry 
of the blacks in the British colonies. This hu- 
mane and excellent man, and his friends, had 
no other view than the mere amelioration of 
the state of these people, and constantly 
avowed their determination not to interfere, 
in the least degree, with the rights of masters 
in holding them; and yet they got an idea 
that a mere registry was an act of emanci- 
pation; and “hundreds of lives were sacri- 
ficedin unavailing struggles for some ideal 
goud, which, under other circumstances, they 
would have sacrificed in the defence of their 
masters.” 

Have gentlemen no mercy on neither mas- 
ters nor slaves; or can they consent, because 
they themselves are out of danger. to let loose 
upon innocence and virtue, beings infuriated by 
language and doctrines unwarily and incau- 
tiously used here! Can they seek their ex- 
termination by such a process! I can never 
believe it. 

I have said, and I aver again, that the situ- 
ation of these persons are in a gradual and con- 
tinued state of amelioration: but what do you 
do, in your favorite scheme to hasten this desir- 
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ible end? You «trike upon it a death blow: you 
joven Twasters to increase and strengthen their 
discipline, to narrow the scope of their ptiv- 
|leges, and as I have betore observed, yon 
may drive them upon a principle of self de- 
| fenee, to a war of extermination! 

But suppose the gentleman from Tlinois, 
(‘ir Cook) can interpose his protecting 
shield, his guardian care, and “save the Mis- 
sourians, aud the unnumbered millions which 
areto people the immense regions west of 
the Mississippi, from their worst enemies 
themselves "—Suppose even that we could 
rapiily hasten a general emancipation; can 
you colonize; or will you ama/gamate? —One 
of the two alternatives you must pursue. You 
cannot colonize, for the aversion of these peo- 
ple to leave the country—the vast expence 
of transportation, and various other consider- 
tions, furbid the idea. You will not amalga- 
mate for there are no people on earth who 
would recoil with so much aversion from it, 
as the people to the east; for from a residence 
among them I venture to aver, that none keep 
upso marked a distinction, and so loathing 
an antipathy, as it relates to the two colors. 

The gentleman from Mass.{ Mr. Whitman } 
says, thatif you do not pass this restriction 
you open a new market for slaves in Missouri. 
It would be sufficient to oppose to him, his 
own language, that “there is an immense ter- 
ritory yet unoccupied on this side the Missis- 
sippi,” and that oeither will the price be en- 
hanced, o1 the market increased. He says 
too (and reads documents to shew it,) that 
these people are smuggled into Georgia and 
Louisiana, in spite of your federal officers. 
Sir, 1am well convinced that the arm of this 
government is strong enough to prevent their 
introduction into any part of the Union; and 
it was with pleasure I saw a resolation yester- 
day submitted to the Senate, by a member of 
that body from Louisiana, instituting an in- 
quiry into this subject. If sufficient mean 
lare not yet povided to suppress this nefari- 
ous and baneful trade, Iwiligo any length 
which gentlemen may poiat out in money, 
men and ships to effect this purpose. 

This measure seems to me, Mr. Chairman, 
not to be dictated by policy, or justified by hu- 
manity; and I should be utterly at a loss to ac- 
count for the extraordinary excitement got up 
in al) the States north of this, were it not 
evident that there are two classes of people 
at the bottom of it—the first is a large class 
of humane men who do not understand the 
question; who cn the contrary believe it to be 
the abstract question of freedom or slavery; 
io which they think they have aright to inter- 











fere; and the second is a class of ambitious 
men, and disappointed demag ogues, who un- 
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der the existing state ot things, ave politically 
defunct, and who under a difivrent aspect ot 
affairs may rise into high offices and perhaps 
occupy the very “first place in the synagogue,” 

These are the men, who first seized this 
subject. which of all others, is best calculated 
to answer their purpose—to impose upon ere- 
du/ity, to excite feeling, and to form a com- 
mu rallying point for the sympathies and 
prejudices o1 a!l classes of politicians and pev- 
ple. Here ave tobe sacrificed former distinc- 
tions, o!d grudges and conflicting habits; and 
here the name of the disurgauising federalist 
who opposed the late war, and the ardent re- 
publican who suvported it, and crowned his 
country with imperishable glory, are to be 
buried tn oblivion! 

It +s this class who have the principal agen- 
cy in geiting up town meetings—penning in- 
flammatory and unconstitutional resolutions. 

But let us turn again to the nature of the 
proposed restriction. What will you do by it? 








You oot only prevent the fathers, children 
and brothers of those persons already there, 
from moving with their property, (which is! 
virtually saying ihey shall not move at all) 
but you take from them a constitutional vested | 
righit—a right to the increase of their slaves— 
a right over whic) you have no more consti- 
tutional or legal power, than you would have 
to wrest from the people of New- England the: 
increase of all their animals of every kind;! 
for the cases are exactly analagous. Yet 
we are told, pass your restriction and, all’ 
will be quiet, the people of Misouri will du-| 
tifully subinit. Sir, E disdain to preach up in-! 
surrection or disunion, but this opinion shews, 
both a want of knowledge of the people of, 
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enacting it, “disunion, &c. come, let it come;” 
and have we come to this, that if a pr position 
like the one submitted, atleast douttiul as to 
constitutionality and policy, causes disunion, 
that we ought to meet it? Is this Union 
the fairest hope of man, worth so little, that 
itis to be hazarded for such a measure as 
this? Forbid it Heaven! 

But suppose a disunion ensues, are the po- 
litical demagogues who are endeavoring to 
turn the present excitement to the best advan- 
tage, are they sure that inhabitants trans- 
planted from New-York and New-England to 
the great waters of the Mississippi «nd Mis- 
souri, will always remain New-Yorkers, or 
|New England-men? Will not their habits 
and manners, with their interests, soon be 
jassimilated and identified with the peop'e of 
'that country? Are the outlets of these 
| mighty streams not tobe regarded as binding 
the West and South in our indissoluble chain? 
Can the people of the North or East imagine 
that their section, will still remain the 
strongest. 

Sir I offer not the language of menace, and 
I deprecate disunion. I would, on the con- 
trary cling to the Union, until driven from it 
for the protection and safety of our lives; un- 
til necessity pronounced the dreadful decree. 
But although [ offer not the language of me- 
nace or disunion, it is our solemn duty to look 
to all consequences, that we may avoid, or 
provide against them. 

Will you then legislate when you are not 
constitutionally bound to do so, on a subject 
in which you have, in the opinion of the peo- 








ple whose interests you effect, no constitu- 
tional power-—in direct contradiction to their 


Missouri, and an utter want of kuowledge of|, honest feelings and wishes. If you had the 


human nature: It shews, I fear a fatal igno-|' 


ravce of both. 

You have been told in this dedate, that we op- 
posed England, in attemptiag to impose a du-! 
ty on tea, noton accoustof the money, for the! 
amount was trifling and unworthy of notice, | 
but o@ accvunt of the imposition of an unjust, , 
unconsti‘utional principle ; and you impose | 
on Missouri not only an unjust, unconstitution- 
al restriction, but you also take away without 
due compensation, the property of the people, 
to a large amount, and yet you expect them! 
quietly to submit. No Sir—this will not be, 
the case—-let gentlemen beware—they will 
find no people dead to self-interest, and least 
of all, will they find any respectable portion 





of the American people bred up in the schools 
of liberty, dead to a due and lively sense of 
of their constitutional rights! 

But we have been told (last session) that 
this measure is a righteous one; and if, in 


power, would it not be wise to consult even 
their prejudices! 

Mr. Chairman, the prospect seems indeed 
to be gloomy, but with other gentlemen, I 
trust there is “ a redeeming spirit” in the vir- 
tue and good sense of the great body of the 
American people, which will, upon due refiec- 
tion, incline them to discard and condemn 
these new and extraordinary principles, 
which, resorting back to the laws of nature, 
threaten to undermine all the settled habits 
an! institations, which have yielded us such 
unrivalled happiness and prosperity! 


—=_— 


Tuomas Witson, esq. formerly cashier of the 
Sch yikill bank, was on the 26th inst. elected cash- 
ier . the United States bank at Philadelphia, vice 
Jox ruan Swiru. esq resigned 

Th report of the be we J of the Treasury on the currency 


waso the 24th inst laid before Con : It distinctly recom- 
men sspecie payments, and depreciates paper issues not bot- 





m= d ona metallic basis. 

















ate 
sta 
sla 
mo 
tiv) 
sta 
gin 
gre 
i 


